R 081504Z AUG 97

FM CDRCECOM FT MONMOUTH NJ //AMSEL-SF-SEP// 

TO RUEADWD/SA PENTAGON WASHINGTON DC //SAAA// 

RUEAAMC/CDR AMC ALEXANDRIA VA //AMCCG// 

RUDHAAA/CDRINSCOM FT BELVOIR VA  //IALOG-R// 

RUEAMTC/CDRMTMC FALLS CHURCH VA  //MTLO// 

RUEANEA/CDRUSACE WASHINGTON DC  //CELD// 

RUAGAMS/CDRUSAEIGHT SEOUL KOR   //FKJ4//

RUERFCP/CDRUSARSO FT CLAYTON PM  //S0CG/SOLG// 

RUEASRB/CDRUSARC FT MCPHERSON GA  //AFRC// 

RUERHNB/CDRUSASOC FT BRAGG NC  //AOLO//

RUEASRB/CDR FORSCOM FT MCPHERSON GA //AFLG-SME/FCJ4// 

RUEAMDW/CDRMDW WASHINGTON DC  //ANLG-LS//

RUEAAIA/CDR TRADOC FT MONROE VA //ATPL/ATBO-HM// 

RUEANBA/CDR USACIDC WASHINGTON DC //CILO// 

RUEAHIC/CDRUSARPAC FT SHAFTER HI  //APLG// 

RUFDAAU/CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE  //AEAGD// 

RUEARNG/CNGB ARLINGTON VA //NGB-ARL-M// 

RUEARDA/CDRUSAMRDC FT DETRICK MD  //SGRD-ZA// 

RUSTCCT/CDRUSASDC ARLINGTON VA  //CSSD-ZA//

INFO RUEADWD/DA WASHINGTON DC

    //SARD-ZT/SARD-ZCS/SARD-ZP/SARD-ZR/SARD-ZS/SARD- 

    SC/SARD-SM/DAAE-ZB/DAAE-LO/DAAR-OT/DACS-SF/DAIG- 

    SD/DALO-AOC/DALO-SML/DALO-SMM/DAMO-DR/DAMO-FDV/ 

    DAMO-TRF/SGPS-PSP/JDPP-SAF/SAILE-ESOH/DAIM-MD//

RUCOPAW/COMNAVSAFECEN NORFOLK VA //47/30/312// 

RUVAFMC/AFMC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH //IGFG/LGS/LSO-LOP// 

RUWTFBA/AFSA KIRTLAND AFB NM //SEG//

RUERRSA/CDRLOGSA REDSTONE ARSENAL AL  //AMXLS-PS// 

RUERGAR/CDRUSASC FT RUCKER AL  //CSSC-S/CSSC-M/CSSC-Z// 

AIG 9004

AIG 12588

AIG 12590

RUFDCOU/CDR200THTAMMC KAISERSLAUTERN GE    //AERLA-MMC-MACCD// 

RUDWCSG/CDR USFK SEOUL KOREA //FKSF//

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC //LPP-2//

RUCKALC/CG MCLB ALBANY GA //848/820// 

RUENAAA/CNO WASH DC //OP-04//

RUKLDAR/CDRUSASAC ALEXANDRIA VA  //AMSAC// 

RUERMMA/CDR ORDCENSCH APG MD//ATSL-CMT//

RUSTCCT/CDRUSASDC ARLINGTON VA  //CSSD-SA-S// 

RUFDAAU/CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE  //AEAGA-S// 

RUEAMDW/CDRMDW WASHINGTON DC  //ANOS// 

RUEANEA/CDRUSACE WASHINGTON DC  //CESO//

RUEAAMC/CDR AMC ALEXANDRIA VA //AMCRE/AMCSF/AMCSM/AMCQA// 

RUDHAAA/CDRINSCOM FT BELVOIR VA  //IAPER-HS//

RUEANBA/CDR USACIDC WASHINGTON DC //CISP-PE// 

RUEAMTC/CDRMTMC FALLS CHURCH VA  //MTOP-OPS// 

RUERSHH/CDRUSAMEDCOM FT SAM HOUSTON TX  //MCSM// 

RUSTSDC/CDRUSASSDC HUNTSVILLE AL  //CSSD-ES-S 

RUEASRB/CDR FORSCOM FT MCPHERSON GA //AFPI-SO/FCJ1-SO// 

RUEAHIC/CDRUSARPAC FT SHAFTER HI  //APSL// 

RUERFCP/CDRUSARSO FT CLAYTON PM  //SOSF// 

RUERHNB/CDRUSASOC FT BRAGG NC  //AOOS//

RUEAAIA/CDR TRADOC FT MONROE VA //ATBO-SO// 

RUAGAMS/CDRUSAEIGHT SEOUL KOR   //EASF// 

RUEASRB/CDRUSARC FT MCPHERSON GA  //AFRC-SA// 

RUEARNG/CNGB ARLINGTON VA //NGB-AVN-S//

BT

UNCLAS

SUBJECT:  CECOM GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE (GPM 97-012), BB-490/U, 

BATTERY, STORAGE, NSN 6140-01-331-4013 AND RELATED ITEMS.
1.  DISTRIBUTION:  NOTE:  THIS GPM MESSAGE HAS NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED 

TO YOUR SUBORDINATE UNITS.  MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY 

RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL SUBORDINATE UNITS, ACTIVITIES, OR 

ELEMENTS AFFECTED OR CONCERNED.  RETRANSMITTAL SHALL REFERENCE THIS 

MESSAGE, MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY VERIFY AND RETRANSMIT THIS 

MESSAGE TO:  CDR CECOM FT MONMOUTH, NJ //AMSEL-SF-SEP//.

2.  PROBLEM DISCUSSION:

    A.  SUMMARY:

         (1)  AN INCIDENT WAS REPORTED CONCERNING THE OVERHEATING

AND LEAKAGE OF A BB-390A/U RECHARGEABLE BATTERY THAT WAS 

INADVERTENTLY USED IN AN UNINTERRUPTIBLE POWER SUPPLY (MPS-5).  THIS 

POWER SUPPLY WAS BEING USED WITH THE LST-5 LIGHTWEIGHT SATELLITE 

TRANSCEIVER.

         (2)  IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT THE MPS-5 POWER SUPPLY WAS

DESIGNED FOR USE WITH THE BB-490/U RECHARGEABLE LEAD ACID BATTERY 

EXCLUSIVELY.  SUBSTITUTING THE BB-390A/U NICKEL-METAL HYDRIDE 

BATTERY WILL CAUSE PERMANENT DAMAGE TO THE BATTERY AND POSSIBLE 

DAMAGE TO THE EQUIPMENT DUE TO THE INTERNAL CHARGING CHARACTERISTICS

OF THE MPS-5 POWER SUPPLY.

    B.  ITEMS AFFECTED:

         (1)  BB-490/U, BATTERY, STORAGE, NSN 6140-01-331-4013 

         (2)  BB-390A/U, BATTERY, STORAGE, NSN 6140-01-419-8187 

         (3)  BB-590/U, BATTERY, STORAGE, NSN 6140-01-063-3918 

         (4)  MRC-490 BATTERY, STORAGE, NSN 6140-01-413-3930 (5) 

          MPS-5 OR MRC-5, ADAPTER AND CHARGER, NSN

6150-01-431-2447

         (6)  LST-5B LIGHTWEIGHT SATELLITE TRANSCEIVER, NSN

5820-01-260-7154

         (7)  LST-5C LIGHTWEIGHT SATELLITE TRANSCEIVER, NSN

5820-01-339-9406

3.  USER ACTIONS:

    A.  WHEN REPLACING THE BB-490/U RECHARGEABLE BATTERY IN THE

MPS-5 POWER SUPPLY, USE A BB-490/U OR THE MRC-490 BATTERY ONLY. 

NEVER SUBSTITUTE A BB-390A/U BATTERY IN ITS PLACE.  FAILURE TO DO SO

WILL RESULT IN PERMANENT BATTERY DAMAGE AND COULD RESULT IN DAMAGE TO 

THE MPS-5 POWER SUPPLY DUE TO CORROSION FROM LEAKING ELECTROLYTE. 

*************************** CAUTION ****************************

*    SKIN CONTACT WITH THE ELECTROLYTE CAN CAUSE SEVERE BURNS. *

*    ALWAYS HANDLE LEAKING BATTERIES WITH CHEMICAL RESISTANT   * 

*    GLOVES.                                                   * 

****************************************************************

    B.  IF YOU MUST ORDER A BB-490/U LEAD ACID BATTERY EQUIVALENT

FOR A PARTICULAR APPLICATION, REQUISITION AN MRC-490, NSN 

6140-01-413-3930 FROM GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (GSA).  THIS IS 

THE CORRECT LEAD ACID BATTERY TO REPLACE THE BB-490/U.

    C.  NOTE:  PREVIOUSLY, WHEN ORDERING A REPLACEMENT FOR A

BB-490/U, NSN 6140-01-331-4013; THE COMPUTER HAD BEEN PROGRAMMED TO 

AUTOMATICALLY SUBSTITUTE A BB-390A/U, NSN 6140-01-419-8187.  THIS 

HAS BEEN CORRECTED AND A BB-390A/U WILL NO LONGER BE AUTOMATICALLY 

SUBSTITUTED.

    D.  NEVER USE A BATTERY CHARGER DESIGNED FOR THE BB-490/U

LEAD-ACID RECHARGEABLE BATTERY TO CHARGE A BB-390A/U.  THE BB-390A/U 

REQUIRES CHARGING ON THE PP-8444/U OR PP-8444A/U BATTERY CHARGER, OR 

THE ALTERNATE CHARGING PROCEDURE ON THE PP-7286/U BY RESETTING THE 

CONSTANT CURRENT OUTPUT TO THE PARAMETERS LISTED ON THE BATTERY 

LABEL (360 MA FOR 12 HRS).

    E.  SIMILARLY, WHEN ORDERING A REPLACEMENT FOR A BB-590/U NICKEL

CADMIUM RECHARGEABLE BATTERY, NSN 6140-01-063-3918; THE COMPUTER

IS PROGRAMMED TO AUTOMATICALLY SUBSTITUTE A BB-390A/U, NSN 

6140-01-419-8187.  THE BB-390A/U MAY BE USED FOR THESE APPLICATIONS 

AND MAY BE CHARGED ON THE EXISTING CHARGER, PP-7286/U AS STATED ABOVE 

IN PARAGRAPH 3D.

4.  CECOM ACTIONS:  THE LRC POWER SOURCES TEAM WILL REVIEW ALL 

REQUESTS FOR THE BB-490/U, AS RECEIVED, TO VERIFY IF THE BB-390A/U 

BATTERIES CAN BE SUBSTITUTED IN THE PARTICULAR APPLICATION.

5.  POC'S FOR QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS MESSAGE:

    A.  SAFETY POINTS OF CONTACT:

         (1)  MR. PHIL KLIMEK, DSN 987-3112 EXT 6437 OR CML (732)

427-3122 EXT 6437; MILNET ADDRESS:  KLIMEK@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

         (2)  MR. DAVID KIERNAN, DSN 987-3112 EXT 6447 OR CML (732)

427-3112 EXT 6447; MILNET ADDRESS:  KIERNAN@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

    B.  BATTERY POINTS OF CONTACT:

         (1)  FOR SUPPLY:  JOHN SCOTT MORAN, DSN 992-4949 OR CML

(732) 532-4949; MILNET:  MORANJ@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

         (2)  FOR SUPPLY:  MARTIN ENGELMAN, DSN 992-1910 OR CML (732)

532-1910; MILNET:  ENGELMAN@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

         (3)  FOR TECHNICAL:  GEORGE AU, DSN 987-4886 OR CML (732)

427-4886; MILNET:  AUG@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

         (4)  FOR TECHNICAL:  JERRY MCGINNIS, DSN 992-8767 FOR CML

(732) 532-8767; MILNET:  MCGINNES@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

    C.  LST-5 POINT OF CONTACT:  GORDON LYON, DSN 992-9167 OR CML

(732) 532-9167; MILNET:  LYONG@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL. 

BT

