DTG 292023Z Dec 98 

SUBJECT:  CECOM GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE (CECOM GPM 99-002), LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE BATTERIES 

1.  REFERENCES:

A.
 MSG, AMSEL-SF-SEP, DTG 161657Z APR 98, SUBJECT: SAFETY OF USE MESSAGE (SOUM 98-001), BA-5800/U LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE BATTERIES MANUFACTURED BY BALLARD UNDER CONTRACT NUMBER DAAB07-90-C-C024. 

    B.  MSG, AMSEL-SF-SEP, DTG 231326Z DEC 97, SUBJECT: SAFETY OF USE MESSAGE (SOUM 97-017), BA-5590/U LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE BATTERIES MANUFACTURED BY SAFT. 

    C.  MSG, AMSEL-SF-SEP, DTG 021401Z AUG 96, SUBJECT: GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE (GPM 96-011), SMALL LIGHTWEIGHT GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM RECEIVER (SLGR), AN/PSN-10, PRECISION LIGHTWEIGHT GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM RECEIVER (PLGR), AN/PSN-11, AN/ASN-169, STANDALONE AVIATION GPS RECEIVER (SAGR), THE CHEMICAL AGENT MONITOR (CAM), AN/PSG-7, FORWARD ENTRY DEVICE (FED), SIMPLIFIED HANDHELD TERMINAL UNIT (SHTU), CP-1995. 

2.  DISTRIBUTION: THIS IS A GPM AND HAS NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED TO YOUR SUBORDINATE UNITS.  MACOM COMMANDERS MUST IMMEDIATELY RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL SUBORDINATE UNITS, ACTIVITIES, OR ELEMENTS AFFECTED OR CONCERNED.  RETRANSMITTAL SHALL REFERENCE THIS MESSAGE.  MACOM COMMANDERS MUST IMMEDIATELY VERIFY & RETRANSMIT THIS MSG TO: CDR, CECOM FT MONMOUTH NJ //AMSEL-SF//, OR VERIFY VIA EMAIL TO: AMSEL-SF@MAIL1.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

3.  PROBLEM DISCUSSION.

    A.  SUMMARY:  WE CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE VENTINGS OF DEADLINED BATTERIES, CAUSING EQUIPMENT DAMAGE AND INJURY.  THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED TO REITERATE DEADLINING REQUIREMENTS OF CECOM BATTERIES IDENFIFIED IN REFERENCES.  THE REFERENCED MESSAGES REMAIN IN EFFECT AND CAN BE OBTAINED BY CONTACTING THE POCS IDENTIFIED IN PARAGRAPH 7, BELOW, OR BY VISITING OUR WEB SITE AT http://ww.monmouth.army.mil/cecom/safety/SYSTEM/SSAFE.HTM .  DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, USE THE BATTERIES IDENTIFIED IN PARAGRAPH 3B, BELOW.  DISPOSE OF THESE BATTERIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 5, BELOW.

    B.  ITEMS AFFECTED: 

        (1)  BA-5800/U, BATTERY, NON-RECHARGEABLE, LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE, NSN 6665-99-760-9742, MANUFACTURED BY BALLARD, UNDER CONTRACT DAAB07-90-C-C024.

        (2) BA-5800/U, BATTERY, NON-RECHARGEABLE, LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE, NSN 6665-99-760-9742, MANUFACTURED BY CROMPTON ETERNACELL LTD, UNDER CONTRACT DAAB07-91-C-R014.

        (3) BA-5590/U, BATTERY, NON-RECHARGEABLE, LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE, NSN 6135-01-036-3495, MANUFACTURED BY SAFT AMERICA, INC., UNDER CONTRACT DAAB07-88-C-C045.

        (4) BA-5590/U, BATTERY, NON-RECHARGEABLE, LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE, NSN 6135-01-036-3495, MANUFACTURED BY SAFT AMERICA, INC., UNDER CONTRACT DAAB07-90-C-C020.

        (5) BA-5590/U, BATTERY, NON-RECHARGEABLE, LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE, NSN 6135-01-435-3097, MANUFACTURED BY SAFT AMERICA, INC., UNDER CONTRACT DAAB07-90-C-C020 AND PRECONDITIONED.

******************************WARNING**************************       

* FAILURE TO TAKE THE USER ACTIONS OUTLINED IN THIS MESSAGE   *

* COULD RESULT IN PERSONNEL INJURY AND EQUIPMENT DAMAGE       *                                                             * *************************************************************

4.  USER ACTIONS, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

    A.  CONDUCT A THOROUGH AND COMPLETE INVENTORY OF ALL BA-5800/U AND BA-5590/U BATTERIES.  NOTE THE MANUFACTURER AND CONTRACT NUMBER.

    B.  REMOVE FROM SERVICE (DEADLINE) ALL BATTERIES IDENTIFIED IN PARAGRAPH 3B, ABOVE (ONLY). 

****************************WARNING******************************

* NEVER ACTIVATE THE COMPLETE DISCHARGE DEVICE (CDD) OF BALLARD *      

* BA-5800/U BATTERIES MANUFACTURED UNDER CONTRACT NUMBER        *  

* DAAB07-90-C-C024.  ACTIVATION OF THE CDD COULD RESULT IN      *

* SEVERE PERSONNEL INJURY                                       *      *****************************************************************

5.  USER DISPOSITION REQUIREMENTS: 

    A.  DISPOSE OF BALLARD (REFERENCE 3B1) AND CROMPTON (REFERENCE 3B2) BA-5800/U BATTERIES AS HAZARDOUS WASTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL REGULATIONS OR THROUGH THE DRMO.  DO NOT ACTIVATE THE CDD OF THE BALLARD BA-5800/U BATTERY.  NOTE:  THE CROMPTON BATTERY DOES NOT HAVE A CDD.

    B.  COMPLETE DISCHARGE DEVICES FOR BATTERIES IDENTIFIED IN PARAGRAPHS 3B3-3B5, ABOVE (SAFT BA-5590 BATTERIES), MUST BE ACTIVATED PRIOR TO DISPOSAL, OR DISPOSE OF AS HAZARDOUS WASTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL REGULATION OR THROUGH THE DRMO.  THE FOLLOWING DISPOSAL PROCESSING PROCEDURES ARE TO BE FOLLOWED:

        (1) ONLY THOSE PERSONNEL DESIGNATED BY THEIR UNIT COMMANDERS ARE TO ACTIVATE THE CDD FOR DISPOSAL PROCESSING. 

        (2) DESIGNATED PERSONNEL MUST CAREFULLY SLIT OR REMOVE THE PROTECTIVE LABEL COVERING THE CDD.  NEVER PIERCE THE CDD LABEL WITH ANY BLUNT OBJECT TO ACTIVATE THE CDD.

        (3) USING A SMALL SCREWDRIVER, GENTLY DEPRESS THE CDD.  DO NOT USE A KNIFE OR ANY SHARP OBJECT WHICH MAY CAUSE DAMAGE DURING CDD ACTIVATION.  NEVER TWIST ANY OBJECT IN THE CDD SLOT.

        (4) AFTER DEPRESSING THE CDD, PLACE THE BATTERIES IN A SECURE WELL VENTILATED AREA ISOLATED FROM PERSONNEL AND SEPARATED FROM OTHER HAZARDOUS MATERIAL

        (5) SEPARATE ALL DISCHARGING BATTERIES BY HAVING AT LEAST TWO INCHES ON ALL SIDES.

        (6) ALLOW THE BATTERIES TO SIT A MINIMUM OF FIVE DAYS FOR COMPLETE DISCHARGE.  DO NOT PACKAGE BATTERIES UNTIL AFTER FIVE DAYS AND WHEN COOL TO THE TOUCH.

        (7) DISPOSE OF DISCHARGED BATTERIES AS NON-HAZARDOUS MATERIAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL REGULATIONS.

6.  THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH THE CECOM POWER SOURCES TEAM, AND CECOM READINESS.

7.  FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION GO TO THE DIRECTORATE OF SAFETY RISK MANAGEMENT WEB PAGE AT http://www.monmouth.army.mil/cecom/safety OR CONTACT ONE OF 

THE FOLLOWING POCS:

    A.  MR. DAVID KIERNAN, VOICE:  ON DSN 992-0084, EXT. 6447 OR COMM (732) 532-0084, EXT. 6447; FAX:  ON DSN 992-6403 OR COMM (732) 532-6403; OR E-MAIL:  KIERNAN@MAIL1.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL. 

    B.  MR. PHILIP KLIMEK, VOICE:  ON DSN 987-3112, EXT. 6437 OR COMM (732) 427-3112, EXT. 6437; FAX:  ON DSN 992-6403 OR COMM (932) 532-6403; OR E-MAIL:  KLIMEK@MAIL1.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

