Question:  A short extension to the due date of the solicitation will enable us to offer better terms to the Government.  Will the government consent to a request to extend the due date until Friday May 7 2004? 

Answer:  No, the government will not consent to a request to extend the due date of the solicitation.  The due date remains 14:00, May 3, 2004.  

The offeror is referred to FAR 15.306(d) for guidance on appropriate topics for negotiations that are held after determination of the competitive range.  In addition, the government has made every attempt to assure the offerors that it will not unreasonably deny the offeror(s) the opportunity to enter into negotiations.  Two relevant excerpts from the solicitation are listed below.  They are underlined here for emphasis.  

(From section L of the solicitation)  

8) Exceptions.  In this section, the offeror must state explicitly whether or not any exceptions are taken to the terms and conditions of the solicitation.  If so, the offeror must describe the reasons for any such exceptions.  While exceptions to this solicitation may render the offeror’s proposal non-responsive or not acceptable if they cause the proposal not to meet the minimum criteria, no offer will be rejected based solely upon offeror exceptions without first providing the offeror the opportunity to modify the condition creating the exception.

(From Section M of the solicitation)  

2.  Source Selection
Following the receipt of proposals, the Government will perform an initial compliance review to ensure each proposal offers at least minimal compliance with Marine Corps requirements.  After this initial compliance review, all proposals that have fully met minimal compliance with Marine Corps requirements, and those deemed susceptible of being made so without a major proposal revision will be included in the competitive range.  

