EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST 

NH-1670-II (GS-11)

Authorized Parenthetical Titles listed below  

The Equipment Specialist series includes positions that involve supervision or performance of work that requires primarily an intensive, practical knowledge of equipment and its characteristics, properties, and uses in order to (1) collect, analyze, interpret, and provide specialized information about equipment together with related advice to those who design, test, produce, procure, supply, operate, repair, or dispose of equipment; (2) identify and recommend practical solutions to engineering design and manufacturing defects and recommend use of substitute testing or support equipment when the equipment requested is unavailable; or (3) develop, install, inspect, or revise equipment maintenance programs and techniques.

At this level, knowledge of a wide range of concepts, principles, and practices in the occupation, or those concepts and principles characterized as requiring extended specialized training and experience, and skill in applying this knowledge to difficult and complex assignments such as planning and conducting work that requires significant judgment in evaluating, selecting, and adapting precedents and modifying procedures and criteria.  At this level the incumbent may technically manage complex subsystems; develop the maintenance concept; recommend or evaluate required operational capabilities and recommend practical design modifications.  

The supervisor assigns continuing areas of responsibility and sets the overall objectives and resources available.  The equipment specialist plans and carries out the work, resolves most conflicts that arise, coordinates the work with others, and interprets policy on own initiative in terms of established objectives.  The supervisor reviews the work only from an overall standpoint in terms of feasibility, compatibility with other work, or effectiveness in meeting requirements or expected results.  

The work requires some physical exertion such as long periods of standing; or recurring activities such as bending, crouching, stooping, stretching, or reaching; or recurring lifting of moderately heavy objects.  

Specializations:  Select the specialty(ies) from the list below.  If the position requires three or more specializations, select the parenthetical title “general”. 

____Aircraft:  All types of fixed and rotary wing aircraft

____Aircraft Propulsion:  Aircraft engines, their components, and accessories; and aircraft engine work support, storage, and shipping equipment

____Airframe:  Aircraft structures such as wings, fuselage, fuel tanks, controls, aerial targets; and certain miscellaneous airframe equipment, e.g., fire extinguishers, fire detection and oxygen equipment, anti-icing equipment, crew comfort equipment, specialized ground support equipment; and related equipment

____Automotive:  Automotive equipment and components such as cars, trucks, tanks, and buses; and special vehicles including fire engines and amphibious, track, or crawler vehicles; and parts and accessories such as engines and their parts, brakes, clutches, axles, radiators, transmissions, and frames

____Chemical:  Chemical equipment such as alarms, masks, testing and detection kits, detectors and monitors, breathing apparatuses, decontaminating apparatuses, collective protection equipment, gas particulate filter units, smoke pots, smoke generators, and other miscellaneous chemical equipment

____Electrical:  Electrical machinery, equipment, and instruments, such as motors, generators, transformers, switches, and controls; including those for motor vehicles, aircraft, and locomotives

____Electronic:  Electronic equipment and instruments, such as radio and television equipment; radar; sonar; electronic fire control apparatus; electrical and magnetic field detection apparatus; light and heat emission detection apparatus; electronic systems, parts, and components; navigational and missile guidance equipment; search, test, diagnostic and telemetric equipment; and controlling software

____Machinery:  Machinery, other than electrical, such as engines or turbines powered by steam, water, or internal combustion, except aircraft and automotive engines; agricultural, construction, and mining machinery; metal working machinery, other than machine tools, for forging, bending, or pressing metal without the use of tools; special and general industrial machinery including pumps and air and gas compressors; mechanical power transmission equipment; industrial furnaces and ovens; and related valves, fittings, and bearings

____Machine Tools:  Power driven machine tools that shape metal and gears by grinding, cutting, drilling, sawing, etc.; machine tool spare parts, accessories, and attachments including precision measuring tools and gages; and controlling software

____Marine:  Hulls and hull equipment of ships, boats, barges, floating bridges, and similar craft; marine machinery and propulsion equipment including boilers, heat exchangers, hull piping, propellers, shafting, reciprocating engines, turbines, reduction gears, pumps, compressors, pipes, valves, and various auxiliary equipment; and special-purpose equipment peculiar to marine operations

____Missiles:  Guided and ballistic missiles; the assembled structural and aerodynamic equipment of the missile; missile launchers, platforms, and staging equipment; and related special tools, materials, testing, and other equipment

____Missile Mechanical:  All missile mechanical equipment and Federal supply classes such as pneumatic and hydraulic that are part of or associated with the complete weapons system, including the missile shelters, portable and stationary launchers, erectors, pads, silos, and wells

____Missile Propulsion:  All parts, assemblies, subassemblies, components, subsystems, and associated equipment that serve to develop thrust

____Ordnance:  Mechanical ordnance and accessories; ammunition; azimuth and elevation mechanisms and motors; sighting and range finding equipment (excluding optical lenses, prisms, and electronic devices); field and deck guns, torpedoes, machine guns, and mortars; all small arms and parts; mine dispensing equipment; nuclear weapons and associated test and handling equipment; and miscellaneous ordnance and accessories

____Precision Instruments:  Any of a wide variety of electronic, electrical, radiological, mechanical, and optical laboratory; scientific, engineering, medical, photographic, surgical, and dental instruments, their timing devices and parts, and related controlling software

____Ships:  Ships and their equipment (positions concerned primarily with a specific kind of ship equipment, e.g., marine, electronic, or electrical, are classified to the specialization appropriate for that type of equipment

____General:  Equipment not covered by a specific specialization, and equipment combinations that include items described in more than two of the above definitions where no one or two groups of items is controlling.  Positions that involve working  primarily with equipment defined in one or two of the above specializations and, in addition, some incidental work with miscellaneous equipment should be titled on the basis of the primary equipment knowledge and skills required.  A requirement for knowledge of diverse kinds of equipment may indicate that relatively little knowledge of the actual equipment is required, and classification to another series might be appropriate.

