CECOM GPM/SOUM 97-007, DTG 211648Z APR 97,  

SUBJECT: GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE(GPM 97-007), ALL EQUIPMENT UTILIZING TWO OR MORE BA-5590/U LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE BATTERIES
A.  MSG, AMSEL-SF-SEP, DTG 261800Z JUL 88, SUBJECT:  SAFETYOF-USE-MESSAGE (88-07-02), ADVISORY, OPERATIONAL, AN/PRC-104, AN/PRC-104A AND AN/GRC-213 RADIO SETS.

B.  MSG, AMSEL-SF-SEC, DTG 201935Z SEP 96, SUBJECT:  GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE (GPM 96-013), BA-5590/U, LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE NON-RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES.

1.  DISTRIBUTION:  NOTE:  THIS GPM MESSAGE HAS NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED TO YOUR SUBORDINATE UNITS.  MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL SUBORDINATE UNITS, ACTIVITIES, OR ELEMENTS AFFECTED OR CONCERNED.  RETRANSMITTAL SHALL REFERENCE THIS MESSAGE. MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY VERIFY AND RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO:  CDR CECOM FT MONMOUTH NJ//AMSEL-SF-SEP//.

2.  PROBLEM DISCUSSION:

A.  BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY:

(1)  A RECENT SAFETY INCIDENT HAS OCCURRED INVOLVING THE AN/PRC-104B RADIO SET (NSN 5820-01-269-5603) WHICH RESULTED IN MINOR INJURY AND SEVERE DAMAGE TO THE EQUIPMENT BATTERY COMPARTMENT.  THE AN/PRC-104 UTILIZES TWO BA-5590/U BATTERIES, ONE OF WHICH VIOLENTLY VENTED.

(2)  AN INVESTIGATION BY CECOM REVEALED THAT THE TWO BA-5590/U BATTERIES INSTALLED IN THE AN/PRC-104 HAD DIFFERENT STATES OF CHARGE, INDICATING ONE BATTERY WAS INSTALLED LONG AFTER THE OTHER. THIS LED TO A CHAIN OF EVENTS THAT RESULTED IN THE VIOLENT VENTING.

(3)  STANDARD PRACTICE IS THE REPLACEMENT OF TWO OR MORE PRIME POWER BATTERIES WITH NEW/UNUSED BATTERIES FROM THE SAME MANUFACTURER AND SAME LOT.  THIS WILL ENSURE THAT BATTERIES ARE OF THE SAME APPROXIMATE STATE OF CHARGE.

(4)  REFERENCE A MESSAGE WAS ISSUED REQUIRING THE REPLACEMENT OF BOTH BA-5590/U BATTERIES IN THE AN/PRC-104 IN PAIRS OF NEW/UNUSED BATTERIES FROM THE SAME CONTRACT NUMBER AND SAME MANUFACTURER'S DATE CODE.

(5)  THIS GPM (CECOM GPM 97-007) APPLIES TO ALL EQUIPMENT UTIIZING TWO OR MORE BA-5590/U LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE BATTERIES.

B.  ITEMS AFFECTED:

(1)  BA-5590/U NON-RECHARGEABLE BATTERY, NSN, 6135-01-036-3495, 

MANUFACTURED BY SAFT AMERICA INC UNDER CONTRACT NUMBER DAAB07-90-C-C020.

(2)  BA-5590/U NON-RECHARGEABLE BATTERY, NSN, 6135-01-435-3097, 

MANUFACTURED BY SAFT AMERICA INC UNDER CONTRACT NUMBER DAAB07-90-C-C020, AND PRECONDITIONED.

(3)  BA-5590/U NON-RECHARGEABLE BATTERY, NSN, 6135-01-036-3495, 

MANUFACTURED BY POWER CONVERSION INC (PCI) UNDER CONTRACT NUMBER DAAB07-90-D-C040.

(4)  BA-5590/U NON-RECHARGEABLE BATTERY, NSN, 6135-01-036-3495, 

MANUFACTURED BY POWER CONVERSION INC (PCI) UNDER CONTRACT NUMBER DAAB07-95-C-G322.

(5)  AN/GSQ-187, SENSOR MONITORING SET, NSN 5895-01-138-5644, LIN S76398

(6)  AN/PIH-1, PUBLIC ADDRESS SET, NSN 5830-01-340-0450, LIN P83743

(7)  AN/PPN-19(V)1, TRANSPONDER SET, NSN 5895-01-208-6159, LIN T22676

(8)  AN/PPN-19(V)2, TRANSPONDER SET, NSN 5590 5895-01-195-1199, LIN T22676

(9)  AN/PRC-104, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-027-9071

(10) AN/PRC-104A, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-141-7953, LIN R55200 

(11)  AN/PRC-104B, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-269-5603

(12)  AN/PRC-113, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-136-1519

(13)  AN/PRC-132, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-320-8831, LINR55404

(14)  AN/PSC-3, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-145-4943, LIN R38403 

(15)  AN/TAS-4A, NIGHT VISION SIGHT, NSN 5855-01-119-9575

(16)  AN/TAS-6A, NIGHT VISION SIGHT

(17)  AN/UIH-6, PUBLIC ADDRESS SET, NSN 5830-00-018-8585, LIN P85010

(18)  AN/UIH-6A, PUBLIC ADDRESS SET, NSN 5830-01-212-7530

(19)  AN/URC-100, RADIO SET NSN 5820-01-112-0176

(20)  AN/URC-101, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-112-0177

(21)  AN/URC-110, RADIO SET, NSN 5820-01-151-4199

(22)  COMPACT LASER DEMONSTRATOR

(23)  HST-4C, MANPACK UHF TERMINAL

(24)  M-22 ACADA

(25)  MAFIS-UFE

(26)  OD-144/GYK-29, DATA DISPLAY GROUP, NSN 7025-01-134-2329, LIN D31557

(27)  OL-200/GYK-29V COMPUTER GROUP, GUN DIRECTION, NSN 7025-01-134-2331, LIN C40499

************************************************************

*                  

WARNING                    
*

*                                                       
* 

*        FAILURE TO REPLACE LITHIUM SULFUR DIOXIDE       
* 

*        BATTERIES IN PAIRS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS     
* 

*        MESSAGE COULD LEAD TO A BATTERY VENTING WHICH  
* 

*        COULD CAUSE DAMAGE TO THE EQUIPMENT AND/OR     
* 

*        PERSONAL INJURY                                
* 

*                                                       
*

************************************************************

3.  USER ACTIONS:

A.  INSPECTION PROCEDURES:  THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES MUST BE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED TO DETERMINE IF BA-5590/U BATTERIES ARE PROPERLY INSTALLED IN THE PARA 2B END ITEMS:

(1)  OPEN EQUIPMENT BATTERY COMPARTMENT AND/OR REMOVE BATTERIES TO PERMIT EXAMINATION OF BATTERY LABELING.

(2)  IF THE BATTERIES ARE FROM THE SAME CONTRACT NUMBER AND DATE CODE (THIS INFORMATION IS PRINTED ON EACH BATTERY), NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUIRED.

(3) IF BATTERIES ARE NOT FROM THE SAME DATE CODE, BATTERIES MUST BE REPLACED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 3B, BELOW.

B.  CORRECTIVE PROCEDURES:

(1)  ALL BA-5590/U BATTERIES MUST BE IMMEDIATELY REMOVED AND RELACED IF THEY ARE NOT FROM THE SAME CONTRACT NUMBER AND DATE CODE. ALWAYS REPLACE WITH NEW/UNUSED BATTERIES WITH THE SAME CONTRACT NUMBER AND MANUFACTURER'S DATE CODE.

(2)  PCI BA-5590/U BATTERIES MANUFACTURED UNDER CONTRACT NUMBERS 

DAAB07-90-D-C040 AND DAAB07-95-C-G322 THAT ARE REMOVED FROM THE EQUIPMENT CAN BE USED IN SINGLE BA-5590/U BATTERY APPLICATIONS.

(3)  ALL SAFT BA-5590/U BATTERIES MANUFACTURED UNDER DAAB07-90-C-C020 (NSN 6135-01-435-3097 AND NSN 6135-01-435-3097) THAT ARE REMOVED MUST NOT BE USED IN OTHER APPLICATIONS AND MUST BE DISPOSED OF. THIS REQUIREMENT IS DUE TO TIME (HOURS OF USAGE) RESTRICTIONS PLACED ON THESE BATTERIES IN REFERENCE B MESSAGE.  SEE PARAGRAPH 3C BELOW, FOR THE COMPLETE DISCHARGE DEVICE (CDD) ACTIVATION PROCREDURES THAT ARE REQUIRED FOR DISPOSAL.

(4)  PRIOR TO INSTALLATION OF ANY BA-5590/U, MARK OR IDENTIFY ALL BATTERIES AS MATCHED SETS.

(5)  DO NOT STORE BATTERIES IN EQUIPMENT.  WHEN EQUIPMENT WILL NOT BE USED WITHIN 30 DAYS, THE BATTERIES MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE EQUIPMENT.  KEEP BATTERIES STORED TOGETHER FOR FUTURE USE IN THE SAME EQUIPMENT.

(6)  IF YOUR DEVICE HAS A LOW POWER, LOW BATTERY, OR LOW VOLTAGE 

INDICATION, IMMEDIATELY SHUT EQUIPMENT OFF AND REPLACE WITH NEW BATTERIES.  IN ORDER TO DETERMINE IF YOUR EQUIPMENT HAS THIS INDICATION, CONSULT EQUIPMENT TM.

C.  CDD ACTIVATION PROCEDURES.  THESE PROCEDURES ARE TO BE PERFORMED BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY.  DO NOT DEPRESS THE CDD OF ANY BATTERY SHOWING SIGNS OF DAMAGE SUCH AS BULGING OR CRACKS.  DISPOSE OF DAMAGED BATTERIES AS HAZARDOUS MATERIAL.

(1)  PLACE THE BATTERIES IN A SECURE WELL VENTILATED AREA ISOLATED FROM PERSONNEL AND SEPARATED FROM OTHER HAZARDOUS MATERIAL.

(2)  CAREFULLY SLIT OR REMOVE THE PROTECTIVE LABEL COVERING THE CDD. CAREFULLY DEPRESS THE CDD AND SEPARATE FROM OTHER BATTERIES BY AT LEAST TWO INCHES.

(3)  ALLOW BATTERIES TO SIT FOR FIVE DAYS PRIOR TO DISPOSAL.  DO NOT PACK THE BATTERIES IN ANY CONTAINER UNTIL COOL TO THE TOUCH, AFTER A MINIMUM OF 5 DAYS.

NOTE:  IT IS NORMAL FOR THE BATTERIES TO BECOME HOT (EVEN TO THE POINT OF DEFORMING THE PLASTIC CASE) AFTER ACTIVATING THE CDD. HOWEVER, IF A HISSING SOUND OR A STRONG PUNGENT ODOR IS NOTICED, CLEAR THE AREA IMMEDIATELY UNTIL THE AREA IS ODOR FREE.  THIS

IS A BATTERY VENTING.  BATTERIES THAT HAVE VENTED MUST BE DISPOSED OF AS HAZARDOUS MATERIAL.

D.  CECOM ACTIONS:  CECOM WILL REVIEW EXISTING TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION TO ENSURE THAT NECESSARY BATTERY REPLACEMENT PROCEDURES AND PRECAUTIONS ARE ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED.

4.  POC'S FOR QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS MESSAGE: 

A.  CECOM SAFETY POINTS OF CONTACT:

(1)  MR. PHILIP D. KLIMEK, DSN 987-3112 EXT. 6437 OR CML (908) 

427-3112, x6437; MILNET ADDRESS: KLIMEK@DOIM.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

(2)  MR. DAVID KIERNAN, DSN 987-3112 EXT. 6437 OR CML (908) 427-3112, x 6437; MILNET ADDRESS:  KIERNAN@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL. 

B. BATTERY POINT OF CONTACTS:

(1)  MR. PATRICK LYMAN, DSN 992-8824 OR CML (908) 532-8824; MILNET: LYMAN@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

(2)  MRS. JEANNE MONAHAN, DSN 992-4341 CML (908) 532-4341; MILNET: MONAHANJ@DOIM6.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL.

5.  THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH CECOM POWER SOURCES, CECOM RDEC, AND CECOM READINESS DIRECTORATE.

