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ASU Update

All Army Activities (ALARACT) message 
202/2008 released on 20 Aug 08 
- Established final configuration
- Established interim wear policy

Phase-in of new items as they become 
available
Recognizes mixed green and blue Army 
Encourages early wear of ASU; Soldiers 
not required to possess Army Green 
Uniform

- Beret is standard headwear; officers and 
NCOs must also possess service cap/hat

- Retain existing black accessories 
(outerwear, sweaters, tie/necktab, rank, 
belt, etc)

ALARACT, photos, and Frequently Asked 
Questions on Army Website: 
http://www.army.mil/asu/index.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Army released an ALARACT message to announce configuration and wear policy for the ASU

The Army phase-in authorizes wear of the new ASU items as they become available

Army recognizes during the transition period that it will have mixed formations of Soldiers wearing green and blue uniforms.

Soldiers may possess a blue ASU in lieu of an Army Green Uniform.

Wear policy allows Soldiers to wear current components of the Army Blue Uniform with blue ASU for daily wear.    

Can wear commercial dress shirt and high waist men’s trousers as with coat as class A.

Can wear commercial dress shirt with tie and sweater or windbreaker as Class B

Can wear commercial off-the-shelf white uniform shirts with shoulder loops as Class B uniform.

Can wear high waist trousers with windbreaker as Class B.

New ASU policy makes the beret the standard ASU headwear

Officers and NCOs (Corporal and above) are required to own a service cap (men) or a service hat (women)

NCOs will receive cash allowance to buy service cap/hat 

The existing black outerwear (all-weather coat, overcoat, windbreaker), sweaters, ties, belts, rank shoulder marks worn on the shirt will be with with ASU

HQDA G1 Uniform Wear Policy has posted a web page with information on the ASU .

  URL is on the slide



Optional Purchase ASU 
Introduction

Army Service Uniform (ASU) introduction on schedule

Optional purchase ASU
- Based on existing optional item patterns and sizing system
- Phase-in as new items become available
- Coats, trousers, slacks, and skirts now available
- White shirts 

Available in Military District Washington (MDW) 30 Apr 09
Available at 6 selected Major Command installations mid-
May 09 
Expanded availability as production levels increase

- Optional ASU fully available in AAFES 4FY09
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Issue ASU Introduction

Issue ASU
- Incorporate new classic and athletic men’s sizes
- Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP) to procure

Government Furnished Material (GFM) contract for 
polyester/wool fabrics award scheduled for 10 Apr 09
Solicitations for men’s coat, women’s coat, trousers, slacks, 
and skirts contracts close 14 Apr 09
Solicitation for shirts to be released 

- Phase-in introduction to clothing bag
1st Quarter FY11 (Oct 10) for Initial Entry Training Soldiers
1st Quarter FY12 (Oct 11) for Army Reserve, Army National 
Guard, cash sales in AAFES, and Junior and Senior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (JROTC/SROTC)

Mandatory Possession Date (MPD) 1st Quarter FY16 (Oct 15)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The optional purchase ASU  will be available in AAFES in FY09.

Minimal changes were made to current patterns and sizes of optional items to accelerate availability

Mills are being certified to make the ASU shirt fabric.  

There is an adjustment being made to the shade standard to move to a more cool “blue” white, instead of the warmer “red” white.  CSA didn’t want a “brilliant white” shirt.  

Initial production runs of certified supplier was metamerizing pink, despite being within standard. No problem with metamerism in initial prototype fabrics.

Cut and sew suppliers are being certified to make shirts.  

The suppliers for the new service stripes and overseas bars have been certified.

AAFES availability of ensemble is projected to be 4QFY09.  Likely to be available sooner.

Coats, trousers slacks, and skirts to be available in Dec 08 with increased availability in May 09.  (7 month lead time for fabric is slowing ramp-up)

Shirts availability was originally 4QFY09, but should be  2 QFY09, as shirting fabric becomes available

Issue ASU 

Incorporates new sizing system for men.

Classic sizes are the traditional sizes 

Athletic sizes based on more fit Soldiers (broader shoulders with narrow hips; smaller waist with larger seat/hips and thighs)  8 inch drop  (difference between chest and waist)

DSCP developing procurement strategy to contract for Government Furnished Material (GFM) for poly/wool fabric and for the individual ASU component garments.  DSCP to award contracts (Refer questions on contract strategy to DSCP)

ASU to go in to clothing bag starting in 4th Qtr FY 10 (Sep 10) for basic trainees (Initial Entry Training) 

As production ramps up and availability increases, 4th Qtr FY11 introduction for the balance of the Army (Reserve, National Guard, Active Army cash sales in Army Clothing Sales stores Senior and Junior ROTC 



Future ASU Actions

Identify optional shirt fabric as alternative to polyester/cotton 
herringbone 

Transition optional ASU garments to new sizing
- Athletic sizes
- Classic sizes

Identify long-term optional ASU coat, trouser, slack, skirt 
fabrics
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SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

•An integrated unisex ensemble for wear during physical 
fitness activities.  Consists of jacket, pants, long and short- 
sleeved t-shirts, and trunks

•High reflectivity through fluorescent and retro-reflective 
belt

•Sustained by Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP)

Improved Physical Fitness Uniform

ACTIONS:

•Army phased-out polyester/cotton sweatshirt and sweatpants 
for Initial Entry Training (IET) Soldiers in Oct 08 (FY09)

•Evaluated new fabric technologies to improve moisture 
management and reflective capabilities of the jacket (FY08-09)

•Improve the comfort, fit and sizing of current IPFU trunks
Stretch boxer-style liner
Softer more durable shell fabric
Tagless technology

•T-shirt enhancements
Higher performing moisture- managing fabric (Sources sought Dec 
08)
Redesign and regrade patterns
Reflective logo technology (Sources sought Dec 08)
Tagless technology  

OBJECTIVE: Provide a comfortable, durable 
ensemble for Soldiers to perform year-round 
fitness activities.  Incorporate moisture 
management and reflective capabilities

BOI: Trunks:  2 per Soldier plus 1 per IET 
Soldier; L/S T-Shirt:  1 ea per Soldier plus 1 
ea for IET Soldier; S/S T-Shirt:  2 ea per 
Soldier plus 1 ea for IET Soldier; Jacket:  1 
per Soldier; Pants:  1 per Soldier

NSN/MCNs:  
Jacket: 8415-01-465-4818 
Pants: 8415-01-465-4860 
L/S T-Shirt: 8415-01-465-7362 
S/S T-Shirt: 8415-01-465-7071 
Trunks: 8415-01-529-9507 

Grid Current Digital



SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

•50% nylon/50% cotton poplin (ripstop) fabric with a 
wrinkle-free treatment.  Uniform consists of coat, trousers, 
patrol cap, sun hat, knee pads, and elbow pads. 

•Address Durability and functionality shortfalls

•Incorporate TRADOC requirement for factory permethrin 
treatment

•Address women’s fit complaints

•Utilize incremental approach to synchronize 
Design improvements
Fabric improvements
Factory permethrin treatment
Women’s fit improvement

Army Combat Uniform (ACU)

ACTIONS:

•Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP) issuing new ACU 
solicitation in 2009

•Incorporating design improvements from 2008 user evaluation 
to Army Uniform Board in new contracts

•Evaluating alternative twill fabrics

•Completing technical testing of factory permethrin treatment 

•Modifying ACU patterns to correct women’s fit

OBJECTIVE: To provide an iterative solution 
that focuses on the wear, appearance, 
durability, and functionality of the ACU

BOI:  4 coats and trouser; 1 ea patrol cap per 
Soldier in clothing bag
1 pr knee pads; 1 pair elbow pads; 1 ea sun hat 
per Soldier as Organization Clothing & Individual 
Equipment (OCIE)

NSN/MCNs:  
Coat:  8415-01-527-5215 
Trouser:  8415-01-519-8277 
Patrol cap: 8415-01-519-9106 
Elbow pads:8415-01-520-4140
Knee pads: 8415-01-520-4077
Sun hat: 8415-01-519-8678



SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

•A single T-Shirt to be worn underneath the Army Combat 
Uniform (ACU), Flame Resistant ACU (FR ACU), the Army 
Aircrew Combat Uniform (A2CU),  Improved Combat 
Vehicle Crewman Uniform (iCVC). 

•Increased moisture vapor transmission, comfort, anti- 
odor/anti-microbial properties, quick drying, no melt, no 
drip.

•Meet no melt/no drip requirements for aviators and 
combat vehicle crewmembers 

•Capitalize on new technologies to combine moisture- 
management and no melt/no drip

Army Performance T-shirt

ACTIONS:

•Issue Sources Sought notice in May 09

•Perform physical evaluation and down selection in        Jul- 
Aug 09

•Conduct technical testing and human factors evaluation in 
1st Quarter FY10

•Initially field as OCIE item  

•Present to Army Uniform Board for inclusion in clothing bag

OBJECTIVE: To develop a single, 
affordable no melt, no drip, and moisture- 
wicking T-shirt for all Soldiers to replace the 
currently fielded 100 percent cotton t-shirt 
and the 100 percent polyester t-shirt

BOI: 4 per Soldier authorized A2CU/iCVC, 
Fuel Handler Coverall as Organizational 
Clothing & Individual Equipment (OCIE)
7 per Soldier in clothing bag

NSN/MCNs:  
TBD

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A single T-shirt that combines no melt, no drip requirements for aviators and combat vehicle crewmembers with moisture-wicking performance of the standard ACU T-shirt

 Changes in technology now combine ability to provide moisture-wicking performance on fabrics that are no melt-no drip.  Technologies can be at the fiber level or achieved through fabric finishes

  A single t-shirt can generate life cycle savings.

The clothing bag authorizes 7 moisture-wicking T-shirts/Soldier

Aviators and combat vehicle crewmembers are authorized 4 cotton t-shirts as OCIE.

One t-shirt that meet both requirements could eliminated the need to issue an additional 4 OCIE t-shirts

T-shirt will be developed as an OCIE item, and then be presented to AUB once it is approved by PEO Soldier (the MDA for OCIE)  Color could be changed to desert sand if policy changes

Completed development of performance requirements through tesing current cotton t-shirt and moisture-wicking t-shirt.

Completing solicitation to obtain samples for technical testing and human factors evaluation.  Looking at a production option to obtain t-shirts to support PEO Soldier fielding in conjunction with issue of A2Cus and iCVCs to deploying Soldiers until DSCP can issue contract changes to buy as OCIE item 

DSCP to procure through contract change for clothing bag t-shirt





SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

•Current polyester sock liner worn underneath standard 
combat boot sock to reduce blisters

•Serves as dress sock worn with the Class A and B service 
uniforms 

•Entry price point; current sock liner/dress sock $1.00

•Improve moisture management

•Introduce gradual compression 

•Introduce anti-microbial performance

Sock Liner/Dress Sock 
Improvement

ACTIONS:

•Conducted technical testing in 2008

•User evaluation Feb - Apr 09

600 Soldiers

4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 4th SBCT,  2nd 
ID, Ft Lewis, WA

1-12 Infantry and 4th Stryker Brigade Combat Team 
(SBCT), 4th Infantry Division, Ft. Carson, CO

•Presenting recommendations to Army Uniform Board in Oct 
09

•Potential addition to clothing bag in FY12

OBJECTIVE: Incorporate improved 
moisture-management, anti-microbial, and 
new compression technologies

BOI:  7 pairs per Soldier in clothing bag

NSN/MCNs: 8440-01-415-0051 (current)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sock liner was introduced in mid-90s to reduce the number of blisters on Soldiers’ feet.  Sock liner is intended to be worn underneath the boot sock.  The line is intended to wick moisture away from foot and reduce friction that causes blisters.

 Solicited industry for commercial-of-the shelf sock liners suitable for multi-use as dress sock

 Did extensive technical testing related to moisture-wicking, anti-microbial effectiveness, and compression.  

Test results show anti-microbial treatments are generally ineffective before laundering, and are totally ineffective after laundering.  Most test samples of commercial socks do not exhibit use of graduated compression technology.  Graduated compression should have the highest level of compression at thee ankle, slightly less at lower calf, and less mid-calf.  Most commercial socks have the greatest compression mid-calf, and the lowest level at the ankle.  Graduated compression, when done correctly, prevents swelling of the ankle and reduces fatigue by forcing blood back into the leg.

Two candidates remain for evaluation.  One is Cordura nylon/Cool-Max polyester fiber from Invista. The Cotton-Pro treatment is a moisture wicking treatment.  A third candidate, Comfortrel (a channeled polyester) was eliminated because it is no longer available domestically.

FY09 sock liner price is $1.00 (means acquisition price is about $0.80-0.85.  Prototype estimated prices run from $0.88-2.25

Evaluation slipped 30 days into Apr 09 because Invista/Pickett were late delivering samples because of difficulty in knitting correct graduated compression ratio.







SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

• Commercial-Off-The-Shelf Item

• Cotton/Silver Blend

• Fielded in Clothing Bag in 2005

Combat Boot Sock 
Product Improvement

ACTIONS:

•Improve colorfastness

•Assess proper height/length

•Assess size grading

•Durability 

•Improved elasticity

OBJECTIVE: Improve the quality of the 
standard sock provided to all Soldiers as part 
of the clothing bag

BOI:  7 pairs per Soldier in clothing bag

NSN/MCNs: 8440-01-508-3357 (current) 
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