Army Unique Items

Advanced Planning Brief for Industry

14 May 2009

Dave Geringer
Office of the Product Manager
Clothing and Individual Equipment




%I Briefing Topics o 39

= Accessories
- Duffel Bag
- Towel




Duffel Bag Improvement =«

Current Duffel Bag

Prototype Duffel bag

OBJECTIVE: To modernize design of
duffle bag to improve functionality

BOI: 1 per Soldier in clothing bag
1 per Soldier as Organizational Clothing &
Individual Equipment (OCIE)

NSN/MCNSs: 8465-01-117-8699 (current)

PM ClP

SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

eFoliage green Hybrid Cordura fabric

eIncludes features of flyer’s kit bag with same volume as
duffel bag

= Zipper access that accepts 1500 series Master
combination lock (9/32 inch shackle)

= Shoulder straps
= Reinforced double handles
= Carrying handles on both ends

= Shipping document pocket with nametape

<Two prototypes

= Two reinforcing cross straps with 2 piece end construction
and double zippers with lock through both pulls

= Four reinforcing cross straps with 1 piece end construction
with grommet for zipper pull on end

ACTIONS:

eUser evaluation in 4FY09-1FY10
ePresent to Army Uniform Board in FY11

Potential addition to FY13 clothing bag


Presenter
Presentation Notes
All Services currently share the duffle bag.  

 Common complaint is that is difficult and time consuming to get to items on bottom of bag.

Chose neutral color to reduce cost (solid cheaper than camouflage print) and maximize potential for multi-Service use, esp USAF.  Using same hybrid Cordura fabric now authorized for duffel bag.

Adopted popular features from flyers kit bag, including securable zipper, dual handles, with a larger plastic window and document pocket.  Same volume as duffel bag.  Improved shoulder straps incorporated.  Discarded wheels due to weight,  maintainability, and functionality in dirt, mud, and sand.

Used components from MOLLE, including zippers and fast attach clips.

Currently having prototypes made by a duffel bag producer to evaluate construction techniques and determine cost.

Must closely look at capacity of bag.  Design of current duffel bag may allow a Soldier to cram bag full; new design may not be able to filled as much.  Look at number of bags required per Soldier to carry same amount of gear.  Must look at transportability (including air transportability) to determine in increase in ground or air lift is required.

Planning a user evaluation in early FY09.  Units and locations TBD

Estimated current price of prototype design: $29.43.  Expect price to decrease in production.  Can also do trade-offs of features such as Velcro and divider in document pocket and the fast attach straps and buckles.




Towel Improvement < %
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SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

eAccessions Command concurred with the towel
improvement and also requested addition of a washcloth

*Two domestic candidates
= Polyester microfiber fabrics
= Foliage Green

*Sijzes
= Towel: 20in x40 in
= Wash Cloth: 10 in x 10 in

OBJECTIVE: Improve durability, improve ACTIONS:
absorbance, reduce drying time, reduce ’
weight and bulk, and develop new shade of

the current clothing bag towel =User evaluation in 4FY09

BOI: 4 per Soldier in clothing bag ePresent to Army Uniform Board in FY11

NSN/MCNSs: 7210-01-125-2594 (current) <Potential addition to FY13 clothing bag


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most common complaints received about the current bath towel is it is too rough, doesn’t absorb water, is too bulky.

 Many Soldiers are buying commercial towels sold in AAFES’ PX because they are smaller, lighter and dry quickly.

 Marines tested a McNett towel (different than Army prototype) in winter/spring 2007.  About a 50-50 preference for McNett Towel over standard towel.  Standard towel preferred in garrison; McNett towel preferred in the field.  Marines interested in our efforts

Accession Command requested washcloth be added to clothing bag

As result of Sources Sought identified two domestic candidates.  Both are polyester microfiber. Sizes 

FY 09 price of towel is $2.70 (20 in x 40 in).

Estimated prices of the towels in the user evaluation are $3.85 (20 in x40 in) for Central Association of  The Blind and $6.93 for McNett (19 in x 40 in). 

Estimated prices for washcloths are: McNett $1.93 (10 in  x 10 in); Central Association of Blind $0.80 (12 in x 12 in);  Federal Prison Industries (current towel supplier/fabric $0.65 (12in x 12 in) 

 Prices will come down with volume in production.  

User evaluation in slipped to 4FY09 because McNett domestic towel (a new custom fabric to meet Berry Amendment requirement) delayed 6 weeks in production.  Towels due on 22 May 09.  Units at Fts Knox and Benning are being identified.
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