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SECTION M

EVALUATION FACTORS FOR AWARD

M.1   EVALUATION OF OPTIONS (FAR 52.217-5) (JUL 1990)   

Except when it is determined in accordance with FAR 17.206(b) not to be in the Government's best interests, the Government will evaluate offers for award purposes by adding the total price for all options to the total price for the basic requirement.  Evaluation of options will not obligate the Government to exercise the option(s). 

M.2  BASIS FOR AWARD

(a) Award will be made to that responsible offeror proposing the lowest price for supplies or services meeting the requirements of the solicitation.

(b) All proposals will be evaluated for technical acceptability.  Proposals that do not conform to the requirements of the solicitation may be rejected without further evaluation, deliberation and/or discussion.  The low price, technically acceptable offer submitted by a responsible offeror will be awarded the contract (see FAR 15.101-2). 

M.3 PAST PERFORMANCE

In accordance with FAR 15.101-2, the Contracting Officer has determined past performance will not be an evaluation factor in this solicitation.  Past performance will be considered in determining an apparent successful offeror's responsibility.  An otherwise successful offeror with unsatisfactory past performance may be found not responsible (see FAR 9.104).

M.4   PRICE EVALUATION CRITERIA

 Price proposals will be evaluated for total price inclusive of all options, inclusive of price reasonableness and unbalanced pricing.  

    (a) Total Price.  The price of all FFP items (including all options) will be totaled to determine the total price for evaluation consideration.  

    (b) Reasonableness.  Normally, competition establishes price reasonableness.  In limited situations, additional analysis will be required by the Government to determine reasonableness.  

    (c) Unbalanced Pricing.  Proposals will be analyzed to determine if the prices are materially unbalanced.  Unbalanced pricing exists when, despite an acceptable total evaluated price, the price of one or more contract line items is significantly over or understated as indicated by the application of price analysis techniques.  An unbalanced offer may pose an unacceptable risk to the Government and may be rejected.
(End of Text)
