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    C4ISR

MARINE CORPS SYSTEMS COMMAND ORDER 3093.X

From:  Commander

To:    Distribution List

Subj:
 JOINT INTEROPERABILITY CERTIFICATION TESTING OF Marine 

       Corps C4ISR SYSTEMS Policy
Ref:   (a) DODINST 4630.5

       (b) DODINST 4630.8

       (c) CJCSI 6212.01B

       (d) MCO 3093.1C

       (e) DISA Joint Interoperability Test Plan for Testing 

           Tactical Digital Information Links and United States 

           Message Formatting Systems (JITC Plan 3006 dtd June    

           1999)

Encl:  (1) Acronyms and Definitions

1.  Purpose.  To establish policy, guidance, and procedures for the Joint certification of all Command, Control, Communications, Computer, Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) systems developed or employed by the Marine Corps in compliance with references (a) through (e).

2.  Background.

    a.  The Secretary of Defense has established policies and procedures to ensure that tactical C4ISR systems possess the compatibility and interoperability essential for joint and combined military operations.  Compatibility and interoperability of C4ISR systems is determined through the conduct of Joint Certification Tests in which each service and agency, U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Air Force, and DOD Intelligence agencies, is a participant and each C4ISR system is evaluated on its ability to exchange data through implementation of joint message standards.  Message standards implementation testing consists of both minimum implementation requirements of the message standards and system implementation identified in each Service or Agency Interface Design Handbook (IDH).
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    b.  The Marine Corps Tactical Systems Support Activity (MCTSSA) is designated as the Participating Test Unit Coordinator and as such is the single agency within the Marine Corps for the conduct and coordination of Joint Interoperability Certification Testing.  All Marine Corps C4ISR systems, that implement TADIL C (MIL-STD 6004), TADIL A and B (MIL-STD 6011), ATDL-1 (MIL-STD 6013), TADIL J (MIL-STD 6016), U.S. Message Text Format (MIL-STD 6040), or the Variable Message Format Technical Interface Design Plan - Test Edition will participate in pre-certification testing and prior to Acquisition Milestone III, will participate as a System Under Test (SUT) in Joint Interoperability Certification Testing conducted at MCTSSA.

3.  Action.  Program Managers at Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) will identify interoperability test requirements to the Interoperability Office at MCTSSA.  The Marine Corps Tactical Systems Support Activity in coordination with MCSC, C4ISR Directorate, SE&I Division, Program Managers and the Joint Interoperability Test Command will publish a Five Year Interoperability Test Plan.  The Five Year Interoperability Test Plan will identify equipment, personnel, test requirements and funding for the conduct of both pre-certification and Joint Interoperability Certification tests of each C4ISR system developed or employed by the Marine Corps.  Additionally, Program Managers shall identify required funding for interoperability test support at MCTSSA during the POM process and pass that information to the Director, SE&I Division so the required funding may be included in the JINTACCS budget line.  Program Managers shall keep within their own funding lines the funding necessary for adequate documentation, system development, equipment transportation, developmental testing (DT) and operational testing (OT) of interfaces.
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ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS

C4ISR Systems
Command, Control, Communications, Computer,  Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance.  Any system featuring all or a subset of the following; communications, automated information, or intelligence systems or equipment that assists the commander in planning, directing, and controlling forces.  C4ISR systems consists of hardware, software, personnel, facilities, and procedures and represent the integration of information (including data), information processing, and information transfer systems organized to collect, produce, store, display, and disseminate information. (CJCSI 6212.01B)

Certification
Confirmation by the Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff, based on assessments by the JITC, that



appropriate testing has been accomplished and that applicable standards and requirements for compatibility and interoperability have been met. (DODINST 4630.8)
PTUC

Participating Test Unit Coordinator.  Activity responsible for coordination and conduct of Joint Interoperability testing. (JITC Plan 3006 dated June 1999)

1999)

MIL-STD
Military Standard.  In the context of communications-electronic equipment acquisition and development, a set of technical and procedural parameters with which equipment must



comply to achieve compatibility and interoperability with other equipment.  (DODINST 4630.8)

TADIL

Tactical Digital Information Link.  A bit oriented digital information standard consisting



of fixed length messages suitable for real time data exchange. (MIL-STDs 6016, 6011)
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ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS

USMTF

United States Message Text Format.  A character oriented information standard consisting of variable length messages suitable for man readability and machine processability. (MIL-STD 6040)

VMF

Variable Message Format.  A bit oriented digital information standard consisting of variable length messages suitable for near real time data



exchange.  (VMF Technical Interface Design Plan Plan - Test Edition)
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